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Nauru,<br />Ministers,<br />Excellencies,<br />Ladies and Gentlemen,<br />Lieber Herr Professor Messner,<br />Somebody once said:<br />Forests are
the lungs of our planet.<br />Somebody else said:<br />The Arctic and Antarctic are our global air conditioning.<br />Well, if this is so, I would like to add:
<br />Small Island States are our planets alarm system. And I am afraid: The alarm bell is ringing loud and clear!<br />Rising sea levels cause whole
islands and coastal regions to disappear.<br />Global warming threatens the livelihoods of millions of people.<br />Climate change poses a risk to food
security, to the availability of drinking water and to public health.<br />Floods and hurricanes cause destruction and severe economic loss.  And this is
already being felt not only by island states, but by all of us in Europe or North America. In my own country, Germany, we had to experience two big floods
in the past 10 years only.<br />I, as Foreign Minister, consider climate protection a top foreign policy priority. Conflicts caused by climate change and
conflicts over scarce resources are the security threats of tomorrow.<br />I am glad that the UN Security Council has recognized these implications.<br
/>Foreign policy has a role to play on our way to a global climate protection agreement in Paris next year. Only with an ambitious agreement can we
tackle the root causes of climate change, namely greenhouse gas emissions.<br />AOSIS and Germany share this goal. That is why I say: Lets work
together, both in Lima and in Paris, in order to make the UN negotiations a success!<br />I thank the UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon for bringing the
issue of climate change back to the front page. That is where it belongs!<br />I thank my colleagues Barbara Hendricks, the Federal Minister for the
Environment, and Gerd Müller, Federal Minister for Economic Cooperation and Development, for presenting Germanys case at todays important summit.
<br />Germany is advocating ambitious mitigation targets. A solid, legally binding agreement for all countries in 2015 may be our last chance to keep
global warming below 2C.<br />It is existential to keep this target - not just to protect island states and other most vulnerable countries - but it is existential
to all of us!<br />Climate change does not stop at national borders. So in our response, lets not be limited by borders either:<br />Our responsibility to
protect our climate is a global responsibility - just as our responsibility for peace and security is global, too.<br />I thank you, the representatives of the
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Das Auswärtige Amt ist zuständig für die Pflege der Beziehungen zu anderen Staaten sowie zu den zwischen- und überstaatlichen Organisationen.Der
Auswärtige Dienst versteht sich neben seiner Funktion als Gestalter der Außenpolitik als Dienstleister für die Bürgerinnen und Bürger, die deutsche
Wirtschaft, das deutsche Kulturleben und für Parlamentarier und Regierungsvertreter aller Ebenen. Sein Dienstleistungsangebot ist für den Auswärtigen
Dienst neben der klassischen Diplomatie zu seiner zweiten, tragenden Säule geworden: Es macht heute gut die Hälfte seiner Aktivitäten aus. So steht
das Auswärtige Amt als modernes und aufgeschlossenes Dienstleistungsunternehmen weltweit seiner "Kundschaft", mit seinem Know-how und seinen
Kontakten mit Rat und Tat zur Seite.
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