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BMW Manufacturing Expands Use of Hydrogen Fuel Cells<br /><br />Spartanburg, S.C. - March 13, 2013...BMW Manufacturing announced today the
successful expansion of the companys hydrogen fuel-cell material handling equipment across its 4.0 million square foot production facility. In 2010, BMW
completed the installation of a hydrogen storage and distribution area near the plants Energy Center to power about 100 pieces of fuel cell material
handling equipment. Since that time, the company has more than doubled its hydrogen-fuel cell fleet to approximately 230 units to service the entire
plants production and logistics functions.      <br />"BMW continues to complement its sustainable production model by adding alternative, efficient
technology, said Josef Kerscher, President of BMW Manufacturing. "Successful implementation, and ultimately expansion, of our hydrogen fuel cell
material handling fleet has provided a sustainable energy source that exceeds our expectations.<br />The additional usage of the hydrogen fuel cell
system was executed by adding two new higher-capacity compressors, new storage tubes and distribution piping, and eight new hydrogen dispensers.
The expanded system will deliver at least 400kg of Hydrogen per day. BMW estimates that the expanded system will avoid 4.1 million kw/hours per year,
up from 1.8 million kw hours/year for the initial hydrogen fuel cell system.<br />BMW also released a project update to the Landfill Gas-to-Hydrogen Pilot
Project. The first phase of the study, that validated the economic and technical feasibility, began in July 2011. The project has now successfully moved to
the second phase of methane-to-hydrogen conversion. The project team, led by South Carolina Research Authority (SCRA), is implementing and testing
equipment that will monitor the hydrogen purity. To do this, BMW has installed a clean-up system that takes a stream of landfill gas (post-siloxane
removal), removes the sulfur and trace contaminants and, ultimately, produces hydrogen via a Steam Methane Reformer (SMR).<br />"BMW is very
pleased with the progress we have been able to achieve in the last 18 months, said Cleve Beaufort, BMW Groups Energy Manager for the U.S. and
Canada.  "The objective of generating renewable hydrogen from methane is proving to be a possible option for BMW and will be transformational for the
fuel cell industry.<br />Throughout this project, SCRA has been a leading funding and implementation partner. The U.S. Department of Energy has also
provided both technical and funding support for the project.<br />The final phase of this project is scheduled to begin in late 2013. At that time, BMW will
conduct side-by-side trials of material handling equipment fueled by landfill gas derived hydrogen versus commercially sourced hydrogen.  <br />For their
efforts in on-site energy production, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency recently named BMW Manufacturing the second largest Green Power
Partner. Green Power rankings recognize U.S. businesses and communities that are making investments in on-site power generation. BMWs U.S. plant
currently produces 38% of its electrical requirements on-site, mostly from its landfill gas-to-energy program.<br /><br />Contact:        .<br />Sky Foster<br
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Die Aktivitäten der BMW Group umfassen neben dem Automobilgeschäft die Entwicklung, Produktion und Vermarktung von Motorrädern sowie
umfassende Finanzdienstleistungen für Privat- und Geschäftskunden: Automobile.Mit den Marken BMW, MINI und Rolls-Royce Motor Cars ist die BMW
Group der einzige Automobilhersteller weltweit, der mit allen Marken und über alle relevanten Segmente hinweg eine reine Premiummarken-Strategie
verfolgt, vom exklusiven Kleinwagen bis zur absoluten Top-Limousine. Motorräder.Auch bei den Motorrädern verfolgt die BMW Group eine
Premiummarken-Strategie. Unser Anspruch: In den Bereichen Technologie, Umweltschutz und Sicherheit führende Produkte im oberen Segment der
motorisierten Zweiräder zu entwickeln, zu produzieren und mit einem umfassenden Service im Markt zu betreuen. Finanzdienstleistungen.Wir verstehen
Finanzdienstleistungen als Schlüsselfaktor in einer mobilen Welt. Hierbei setzen wie auf ein konzentriertes Produktportfolio, in dem wir jede Detailfrage
mit Expertenwissen beantworten können. Unsere Tätigkeitsfelder im Einzelnen: Finanzierung und Leasing, Vermögensmanagement,
Händlerfinanzierung, Flottengeschäft. Unsere weiteren Geschäftsbereiche: IT-Beratung und Systemintegration (Softlab GmbH) und Versicherungen
(Bavaria Wirtschaftsagentur GmbH). Die Unternehmenszentrale in München steuert die Aktivitäten der BMW Group weltweit. Im ?Vierzylinder am
Olympiapark laufen die Fäden aus mehr als 150 Ländern zusammen.
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